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The Forbidden City was the Chinese imperial palace from the Ming Dynasty to the end 
of the Qing Dynasty. It is located in the middle of Beijing, China, and now houses the 
Palace Museum. For almost five centuries, it served as the home of the Emperor and his 

household, as well as the ceremonial and political centre of Chinese government. 

Built from 1406 to 1420, the complex consists of 980 surviving buildings with 8,707 bays 

of rooms and covers 720,000 square metres (7,800,000 square feet). The palace complex 
exemplifies traditional Chinese palatial architecture, and has influenced cultural and 
architectural developments in East Asia and elsewhere. The Forbidden City was declared a 

World Heritage Site in 1987, and is listed by UNESCO as the largest collection of 
preserved ancient wooden structures in the world. 

  

The Summer Palace or Yihe yuan (literally "Gardens of Nurtured Harmony") is a 
palace mainly dominated by Longevity Hill (60 meters high) and the Kunming Lake. It 
covers an expanse of 2.9 square kilometers, three quarters of which is water. The central 
Kunming Lake covering 2.2 square kilometers was entirely man made and the excavated 

soil was used to build Longevity Hill. In its compact 70,000 square meters of building 
space, one finds a variety of palaces, gardens, and other classical-style architectural 

structures. In December 1998, UNESCO included the Summer Palace on its World 
Heritage List. It declared the Summer Palace "a masterpiece of Chinese landscape garden 
design. The natural landscape of hills and open water is combined with artificial features 

such as pavilions, halls, palaces, temples and bridges to form a harmonious ensemble of 

 BEIJING 

Beijing is a metropolis in northern China and 
the capital of the People's Republic of China. 
It is one of the four municipalities of the PRC, 
which are equivalent to provinces in China's 

administrative structure. The municipality of 
Beijing borders Hebei Province to the north, 

west, south, and for a small section in the 
east, and Tianjin Municipality to the southeast. 
Beijing is one of the Four Great Ancient 

Capitals of China. 

Beijing is China's second largest city, after 

Shanghai. Beijing is a major transportation 
hub, with dozens of railways, roads and 

motorways passing through the city. It is also 
the focal point of many international flights to 
China. Beijing is recognized as the political, 

educational, and cultural center of the People's 
Republic of China, while Shanghai and Hong 
Kong predominate in economic fields. 
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outstanding aesthetic value." It is a popular tourist destination but also serves as a 
recreational park. 

  

The Temple of Heaven is a complex of Taoist buildings situated in southeastern urban 
Beijing, in Xuanwu District. The complex was visited by the Emperors of the Ming and 
Qing dynasties for annual ceremonies of prayer to Heaven for good harvest. It is regarded 

as a Taoist temple, although Chinese Heaven worship, especially by the reigning 
monarch of the day, pre-dates Taoism. 

  

The Beihai Park is an imperial garden to the northwest of the Forbidden City. Initally 
built in the 10th century, it is amongst the largest of Chinese gardens, and contains 

numerous historically important structures, palaces and temples. Prior to the end of the 
Qing Dynasty in 1911 this area was connected to the Forbidden City, but since 1925 it 
has been open to the public. 

The Park has an area of more than 69 hectares, with a lake that covers more than half of 

the entire Park. At the center of the Park is an island called Qiónghuá Island with a 
highest point of 32 m. In the north of the park there is a large pool called the Taiye Pool 
connecting the two other pools, which are called the Middle Sea and the South Sea 

respectively. Therefore the Taiye Pool is also called the Beihai. Beihai literally means 
"Northern Sea".  

  

Tiananmen Square is the large plaza near the center of Beijing, named after the 
Tiananmen (literally, Gate of Heavenly Peace) which sits to its north, separating it from 
the Forbidden City. It has great cultural significance as a symbol because it was the site of 
several key events in Chinese history. The square covers 40.5 hectares (100 acres), 

which makes it the largest open-urban square in the world. 

  

Mausoleum of Mao Zedong is the final resting place of Mao Zedong, Chairman of the 
Politburo of the Communist Party of China from 1943 and the chairman of the Central 
Committee of the Communist Party of China from 1945 until his death. Although Mao had 
wished to be cremated, his body was embalmed, and construction of a mausoleum began 
shortly after his death. This highly popular attraction is located in the middle of 

Tiananmen Square. On this site had previously stood the Gate of China, the southern 
(main) gate of the Imperial City during the Ming and Qing dynasties. 

  

The Temple of Confucius is the second largest Confucian Temple in China after the one 
in Confucius' hometown of Qufu. It was built in 1302, and imperial officials used it to pay 
their respects to Confucius until 1911. The compound was enlarged twice, during the Ming 
and Qing dynasties and now occupies some 20,000 square meters. From 1981 until 2005, 

the Temple of Confucius also housed part of the art collection of the Capital Museum. It 
stands on Guozijian Street near the Imperial Academy. The Temple has many old trees, 
including one Cypress tree known as the "Touch Evil Cypress" (Chu Jian Bai). 
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Drum and Bell Towers. The drum tower was originally built in 1272 and reconstructed 
at a new location in 1800. The bell tower is build around 1700. Being situated straight 

north from the Forbidden City, Tiananmen and Qianmen Street, they are on the central 
northsouth axis of Beijing. Originally, the towers were used to play music and later on to 

tell the Beijingers the time. Now they houses a 63 tons ancient copper bell, a number of 
ancient drums, folk costume exhibitions as well as the People's Cultural Hall of 

Dongcheng. There are great views from the top of the towers. 

  

DO 

• Rent a bicycle. Traverse some of the remaining hutongs. There is no better way to 
see Beijing firsthand than on a bicycle but just be very aware of cars (Chinese 

driving styles may differ from those you are used to).   
• Foot massage. Have a highly enjoyable and relaxing foot massage and/or 

pedicure from any of the respectable and professional offerings in central Beijing.  
• Beijing opera at the Laoshe Tea House, just west of Qianmen station. There always 

are short displays in the afternoon (about 40 min). Long displays are in the 

evening.  
• The Bigeast Ocean Gymnastic Club, 200m east of Huawei Bridge. Has a huge 

sauna, 3 different kinds of spas to soak in, a steam room, and showers. 
•  

 INFORMATION 

 

Tourism Office of Beijing 

China National Tourism Administration 
9A Jianguomennei Ave. 
100740 Beijing 

telephone / phone : (0086-10) 65201114 
fax : (0086-10) 65122096 

 

 

 

 

 

 


