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DELPHI 

Delphi is both an archaeological site and a 

modern town in Greece on the south-
western spur of Mount Parnassus in the 
valley of Phocis. Delphi was the site of the 

Delphic oracle, the most important oracle in 
the classical Greek world, when it was a 

major site for the worship of the god 
Apollo after he slew the Python, a deity 
who lived there and protected the navel of 

the Earth. His sacred precinct in Delphi was 
a panhellenic sanctuary, where every four 

years athletes from all over the Greek world 
competed in the Pythian Games, one of the 
four panhellenic (or stephanitic) games, 

precursors to the Modern Olympics. 
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Temple of Apollo. The ruins of the Temple of Delphi visible 
today date from the 4th century BC are of a peripteral Doric 
building. It was erected on the remains of an earlier temple, dated 

to the 6th century BC which itself was erected on the site of a 7th 
century BC construction attributed to the architects Trophonios 

and Agamedes. The 6th century BC temple was named the 
"Temple of Alcmeonidae" in tribute to the Athenian family which 
funded its reconstruction following a fire, which had destroyed the 

original structure. The new building was a Doric hexastyle temple of 6 by 15 columns. 
This temple was destroyed in 373 BC by an earthquake with a third temple completed on 

the site by 330 BC. The third temple is attributed to Corinthian architects Spintharos, 
Xenodoros, and Agathon. 

 
The Siphnian Treasury was a dedicated building to the Greek 
polis, or city-state, of Delphi, by the Greek city-state of Siphnos. 

Such dedications were common among city-states in order to win 
the favor of the gods. The people of Siphnos had gained enormous 

wealth from their silver and gold mines and were able to afford 
this luxurious dedication in the 6th century B.C.. The building was 
used to house many lavish gifts given to the priests to be offered 

to Apollo, among other gods and goddesses. These gifts consisted 
of gold and silver offerings as well as votive offerings. 

  

Stoa of the Athenians. The stoa leads off north-east from the main sanctuary. It was 

built in the Ionic order and consists of seven fluted columns, unusually carved from single 
pieces of stone (most columns were constructed from a series of discs joined together). 
The inscription on the stylobate indicates that it was built by the Athenians after their 

naval victory over the Persians in 478 BC, to house their war trophies. The rear wall of 
the stoa contains nearly a thousand inscriptions; supposedly any slave manumitted in 

Athens was obliged to record a short biography here, explaining why he had deserved his 
freedom. 

  

The gymnasium, which is half a mile away from the main sanctuary, was a series of 
buildings used by the youth of Delphi. The building consisted of two levels: a stoa on the 

upper level providing open space, and a palaestra, pool and baths on lower floor. These 
pools and baths were said to have magical powers, and imparted the ability to 

communicate to Apollo himself. 

 
The stadium is located further up the hill, beyond the via sacra 

and the theatre. It was originally built in the 5th century BC but 
was altered in later centuries. The last major remodeling took 

place in the 2nd century AD under the patronage of Herodus 
Atticus when the stone seating was built and (arched) entrance. It 

could seat 6500 spectators and the track was 177 metres long and 
25.5 metres wide. 
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The Sibyl rock is a pulpit-like outcrop of rock between the Athenian Treasury and the 
stoa of the Athenians upon the sacred way which leads up to the temple of Apollo in the 
archaeological area of Delphi. It is claimed to be where the Sibyl sat to deliver her 

prophecies. 

  

The Delphi Archaeological Museum is at the foot of the main 
archaeological complex, on the east side of the village, and on the 

north side of the main road. The museum houses an impressive 
collection associated with ancient Delphi, including the earliest 
known notation of a melody, the famous Charioteer, golden 

treasures discovered beneath the Sacred Way, and fragments of 
reliefs from the Siphnian Treasury. Immediately adjacent to the 

exit (and overlooked by most tour guides) is the inscription which 
mentions the Roman proconsul Gallio. 

  

The Tholos at the sanctuary of Athena Pronaia is a circular 
building that was constructed between 380 and 360 BC. It 

consisted of 20 Doric columns arranged with an exterior diameter 
of 14.76 meters, with 10 Corinthian columns in the interior. The 

Tholos is located approximately a half-mile (800 m) from the main 
ruins at Delphi. Three of the Doric columns have been restored, 
making it the most popular site at Delphi for tourists to take 

photographs. 

 

 

The ancient theatre at Delphi was built further up the hill from 

the Temple of Apollo giving spectators a view of the entire 
sanctuary and the valley below. It was originally built in the 4th 
century BC but was remodeled on several occasions since. Its 35 

rows can seat 5,000 spectators. 

 

 

INFORMATION 

 

Tourism Office of Delphi  

12, odos Pavlou & Friderikis. Delphes. 

Phone: + (30) 226 508 29 00. 

 

  

  


