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The Sydney Opera House is a multi-venue performing arts 
centre on Bennelong Point in Sydney. It was conceived and 

largely built by Danish architect Jørn Utzon. The Opera House was 
made a UNESCO World Heritage Site on 28 June 2007. It is one of 

the world's most distinctive 20th century buildings, and one of the 
most famous performing arts centres in the world. Contrary to its 
name, the building houses several separate venues rather than a 

single opera theatre, the two main venues, the Opera Theatre 
and the Concert Hall, being defined by the two larger shells. The Sydney Opera House is 

a major presenting venue for Opera Australia, The Australian Ballet, the Sydney Theatre 
Company and the Sydney Symphony, as well as hosting many touring productions in a 
variety of performance genres, and is a major tourist attraction. 

  

Botany Bay is a few kilometres south of the Sydney central business district. The Cooks 

River and the Georges River are the two major tributaries that flow into the bay. Two 
runways of Sydney Airport extend into the bay. On 29 April 1770, Botany Bay was the site 

of James Cook's first landing of HMS Endeavour on the continent of Australia, after his 
extensive navigation of New Zealand. Later the British planned Botany Bay as the site 
for a penal colony. Out of these plans came the first European habitation of Australia at 

Sydney Cove. 

  

The Royal National Park is 29 km south of Sydney. Founded by Sir John Robertson, 
Acting Premier of New South Wales, and formally proclaimed on 26 April 1879, it is the 

world's second oldest purposed national park, the first usage of the term "national park" 
after Yellowstone in the United States. Its original name was The National Park, but it was 
renamed in 1955 after Elizabeth II, Queen of Australia passed through on the way to 

SYDNEY 

Sydney is the capital city of the south-eastern 

Australian state of New South Wales, situated on 
Port Jackson, a waterway including Sydney Harbour, 
Middle Harbour, North Harbour, and the Lane Cove and 

Parramatta Rivers. Sydney, the "Harbour City", is the 
largest, oldest and most cosmopolitan city in Australia. 

Sydney holds a reputation worldwide as one of the 
world's most beautiful and liveable cities, brimming with 
historical associations and globally influential in the 

realms of culture, art, fashion, cuisine and design. The 
city is also home to many unique architectural styles, 

including the Sydney Opera House and the Sydney 
Harbour Bridge, two of the most iconic structures on 
the planet. Sydney is a dynamic centre for Australian 

economic activity and one of the most important cities 
for finance in the Asia-Pacific region. 
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Wollongong during her 1954 tour. The Royal was added to the list of the National Heritage 
in December, 2006. 

  

The Sydney Harbour Bridge is a steel arch bridge across 

Sydney Harbour that carries rail, vehicular and pedestrian traffic 
between the Sydney central business district (CBD) and the 

North Shore. The dramatic view of the bridge, the harbour, and 
the nearby Sydney Opera House is an iconic image of both Sydney 
and Australia. The bridge is locally nicknamed "The Coathanger" 

because of its arch-based design. Until 1967 it was the city's 
tallest structure. According to Guinness World Records, it is the 

world's widest long-span bridge and it is the tallest steel arch bridge, measuring 134 
metres (429.6 ft) from top to water level. It is also the fourth-longest spanning-arch 

bridge in the world. 

  

Darling Harbour a small inlet, ringed by attractions and pedestrian boardwalks facing 

the water. The Pyrmont Bridge is a pedestrian only bridge crosses inlet, linking the two 
sides and forming a loop walk around the area. The area has fantastic water views, ice-

cream, playgrounds, parks, fountains and often free attractions on weekends. During the 
day, the area attracts visitors, city workers, and exhibition and convention attendees, 

getting busy on summer weekends and school holidays. On weeknights it has a particular 
vibe, with popular restaurants by the water, and people just out strolling around. 

  

SEE 

• The Rocks - Just to the west of Circular Quay, The Rocks includes the first colonial 

village of Sydney and the iconic Harbour Bridge.  
• Sydney/Bondi Beach - Sydney's world famous beach, for swimming, surfing, 

eating, walking, or to see and be seen. 

  

INFORMATION 

Tourism Office of Australia 

Darling Park, Tower 2, Level 18 

201 Sussex Street 
GPO Box 2721 
NSW 1006 Sydney 

Telephone / phone : +(61) 2 9360 1111 
Fax : + (61) 2 9331 6469 

 

 


